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companion in the East, being aware of his coming,
had just before entered the town and encouraged the
citizens to fight boldly against the foe.'? Vainly for
many days did Philip besiege the city. It had often
kept out the French king, since the days when first the
Northmen held it, and again the besiegers had to
retire.
Meanwhile Philip corresponded with Richard in prison,
and the king promised to yield all that had been won
in Normandy. The treaty, if it had any force, was kept
hardly more than a few days, for in the next spring
began a new French raid. "William, the Breton chaplain,
glows with enthusiasm when he sings of the rich lands
that were traversed, of the fine castles, and of the
beautiful meadows by the banks of the Avre, the Seine,
and the Epte. Yaudreuil and Neubourg and the city of
Evreux opened their gates, and the Norman regents
were glad to purchase a truce by a large money payment.
During the winter Philip had used every effort to
induce the emperor to keep Richard in prison, but in
vain. On March 13, 1194, the English king landed at
Sandwich. Philip now saw that the inevitable conflict
must be precipitated. He broke the truce, poured into
Normandy, and besieged VerneuiL There he was using
all the military arts of the day, erecting vast engines,
discharging enormous stones, undermining the walls, and
keeping a strict blockade upon the besieged, when
Richard approached, and on the eve of .Whitsunday (May
29, 1194) he raised the siege and retreated. "As if to
remove the disgrace of a shameful retreat," says his
keen English critic, " he destroyed in his perverse fury
the city of Evreux, which he had before plundered \ nor